The Magical Power of Discussion and Connection Creates

Hope for Research in Challenging Times

Professor Paul Taylor, Chair of BCUR, Professor of Chemical Education, University of
Leeds

I’'m the current Chair of the British Conference of
Undergraduate Research’s (BCUR) executive committee and
I've been involved in BCUR since it was a fledgling conference
in 2012. Having worked to encourage students to participate
in BCUR at the institutions I've taught in, first at the
University of Warwick and now at the University of Leeds, |
remain passionate about student research dissemination.

Pr r Paul T r . . . .
ofessor Paul Taylo BCUR is an important conference; it provides a reason for

student researchers to write and talk about their work to others in a real-world context.

BCUR 2025 welcomed a good number of institutions and students, but it's a small part of
the international student research community and we must continue to develop and look
to increase the number of students involved. It's important that all students in all
universities should have access to research culture and the opportunity for speaking at
conferences or writing for publication. We should not withhold these opportunities,
they're different learning experiences to submitting a paper purely for assessment, in
these contexts the student researchers work is discussed and accepted or not by the

world. There is potential to have real impact and connect with other researchers.

BCUR is an opportunity for students to discuss and critically reflect on their work with
each other, making valuable research connections. Hearing others discuss their research
also provides students with new perspectives to enhance their understanding of their own
work. It's a great conference offering students the full academic conference experience,
the review process is rigorous and supportive is nature to get students ready to present

their work.

The research culture of BCUR is nurturing and supportive and the multidisciplinary nature

is remarkable and unusual for undergraduates to experience. Student researchers as
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presenters learn about speaking to people who aren't from their discipline, and this is
where the real depth and breadth of connections and development can happen, they start

to see where their work matters and why it's important. This is very powerful.

Students who have experienced the conference have realised both the benefits of
connecting with other student researchers and that their horizons are expanding. I've
noticed this at recent BCUR conferences as well as at BCUR 2025, where people didn’'t want
to leave the room at the end of the poster session and wanted to continue their

discussions. The power of these discussions is magical!

BCUR 2025 was a powerful conference and a great success, despite the current difficult
financial constraints in higher education many institutions and students found ways to
participate, demonstrating a determination and hope for the future of research and an
understanding of the importance of research connections and dissemination. Universities

need to protect the BCUR which delivers so much to so many.

During such times of high political tensions, supporting and linking student researchers is
incredibly important. Enabling connections across disciplines, countries and political
cultures can enable them to challenge the negative politics, and we must continue to
develop opportunities for connection with our international partner institutions and UG

research organisations.

There are already real opportunities for student research connections on an international
scale, BCUR is connected with undergraduate research organisations, Council of
Undergraduate Research (CUR) in the USA and many European institutions as they develop
similar events to the BCUR Posters in Parliament, such as Posters in Brussels and country

specific Posters in Parliament events across Europe.

The London Statement of Posters in Brussels (Appendix A), regarding our international
connections, is a starting point for developing truly international and student-led

activities around student research.

The future is bright, BCUR and its participating institutions remain committed to providing
students with the space to communicate about their research and make connections.
BCUR host institutions have already been announced for the next 3 years, starting with

BCUR 2026, which will take place at the University of Glasgow, 15t - 2" April 2026, followed
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by Queen Mary University of London in 2027 and then the University of Essex in 2028.

Connect via socials #BCUR for news.

Students who presented at BCUR 2025 commented on their experiences and the impact

it's had on them. From LinkedIn April 2025, #tbcur2025, #BCUR:

It was an amazing experience connecting with students and professionals from a wide

range of disciplines—each passionate about innovation and discovery through research.

Zaw Wunna, University of Leeds

My reflections from my presenting at BCUR 2025:

1) I don’t have to be an expert: Being asked challenging questions by my co-delegates was
nerve inducing at first as | thought | needed to know everything about this topic. However,
this opened my mind to new perspectives and insightful follow-up research questions.

2) I have the power to influence changes: Hearing real-life experiences of patients on
antidepressants helped me put things into perspective and realise the impact of accessible
knowledge.

3) Enjoy the process: Research and academia are about the journey, so this is a reminder to

be proud of myself on every step of the way.

Cindy Wati, University of Lancashire

It was extremely enjoyable to be surrounded by so many students from different
universities, countries and subjects. Learning about everyone's research and celebrating

their hard work over their time at university was truly motivating.

Lula Le Page, University of Plymouth

From the conversations | had to the inspiring student research being shared, it was such a
powerful reminder of why this [my] work matters.... I'll be continuing this [research] journey
in my dissertation later this year — pushing for more inclusive legal recognition and policy

change.

Kawal Bhimda, University of Warwick
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Appendix

Appendix A - London Statement, Posters in Brussels
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